TALKING POINTS


SUBJECT:  Understanding Democrat attacks on Republican principles?
KEY CONCERN:  Due to an accommodating media and lack of Republican chutzpah, Democrats have successfully tarnished the Republican Party.  Knowing and understanding why they do this is important in helping to champion and defend our principles.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  The source of the Democrats power is convincing the people across this country that all the good in their lives is due to them being in power.  They believe it is their “duty” to transform this nation, and in order to do that they have to discredit Republican principles with demagoguery and sanctimonious rhetoric.  Why do Democrats resort to these tactics:
1. Because they can’t claim credit for America’s achievements -
In our American history, there is not a single government program or centralized government plan that can take credit for the vast greatness the United States of America has achieved in the past 233 years.  As the great economist Milton Friedman said, “The greatest advances of civilization, whether in architecture or painting, in science and literature, in industry or agriculture, have never come from centralized government”.  
This is contradictory to the Democrat’s belief in government control, hence their constant attacks on the Republican principle of a limited government.
2. Because Republican principles are a check on their power -
Our Declaration of Independence states, “That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, that whenever any form of government becomes destructive to these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it.”
We believe it is the people that make this country great, not the people in the government.
3. Because Republican principles disprove their ideas –

History shows that countries experience sharp economic upturns when their governments relinquish controls over their economies and rely on free markets.
Economist Thomas Sowell explains further, “Too often a false contrast is made between the impersonal marketplace and the compassionate policies of various government programs.  But both systems face the same scarcity of resources and both systems make choices within the constraints of that scarcity.  The difference is that one system involves each individual making choices for himself or herself, while the other system involves a smaller number of people making choices for others.”

4. Because Republican principles champion the very foundation upon which America was uniquely built: LIBERTY
In Ronald Reagan’s famous speech “A Time For Choosing” , he said:

“If we lose freedom here, there is no place to escape to.  This is the last stand on earth.  And this idea that government is beholden to the people, that it has no other source of power except to sovereign people, is still the newest and most unique idea in all the long history of man’s relation to man.  This is the issue of this election.  Whether we believe in our capacity for self-government or whether we abandon the American Revolution and confess that a little intellectual elite in a far-distant capital  can plan our lives for us better than we can plan them ourselves.”
As we prepare for the coming midterm elections, we must keep these reasons in mind.  They will help us to better prepare our arguments, defend our platform, and go on the offensive to show the people of Hawaii that our principles and policies will reverse the precipitous decline the Democrats have heaped upon us for the last half century.






Tito Montes
Sources for this edition of Talking Points come from the following:

1. http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/ronaldreaganatimeforchoosing.htm
2. Basic Economics, Thomas Sowell

3. Limbaugh Letter, April 2009

QUESTIONS:  Where can I find a great source for Republican/Conservative principles?
At the Reagan Library online:

http://www.reaganlibrary.com/

HAWAII REPUBLICAN ASSEMBLY (HiRA): Home to Hawaii’s fiscal conservatives.


