TALKING POINTS


SUBJECT: Correctly Defining Political Philosophies  
KEY CONCERN: Many people in America today do not fully understand the political terms they hear used and abused everyday in the newspapers, radio, and on television.  It is important to correctly define these terms and their connections to Republican and Democrat principles.  
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:  Democrats have used political terms such as fascism and communism to be synonymous with “Republican”.  Now it is time to set the record straight and accurately define these terms.
Marxism: This is an ideology created in the 19th century by a disgruntled man by the name of Karl Marx.  Marx was not a peasant who was at the mercy of the “system”.  He was a well-off elitist who despised capitalism (which we will define later) and was obsessed with his own intelligence.  Marx looked at the income inequalities under capitalism, thought it was bad, and predicted a worker’s revolution that would destroy the bourgeois (producers and entrepreneurs) and demand forced economic equality.  The way he viewed the world was classic Democratic leftism; he did not see people as individuals, but rather as stuck members of static monolithic economic groups, or “classes”.  Marx’s poisonous ideology sought not to inspire members of the lower classes, but to make them resent wealth and success.
Liberalism:  This is belief in government and government programs, and therefore high taxes, to solve societal ills.  Democrats ignore the efficacy of private institutions.  They mistrust (and want to regulate) the private sector, free markets, business, the successful, and the wealthy, because they produce winners and losers, which Democrats consider “unfair”.  Liberalism believes in, and tries to ensure, equal outcomes.  They do this by lowering the top, rather than elevating the bottom.  As Friedrich Hayek put it: Liberalism is The Road to Serfdom.  Liberalism wants credit for its intentions (peace, harmony, perfection), but not its results (dependency, poverty, learned helplessness).  
Socialism:  Marxism’s twin.  Socialism attempts to promote Marx’s theories within the bounds of democracy, which is ultimately impossible.  Democrats are obsessed with inequalities, and seek to “remedy” them by punishing society’s achievers through taxation and loss of liberty.  Democrats win elections by encouraging resentment of the wealthy, blaming America, exploiting Western guilt, and maligning opponents as boorish bigots too stupid to understand their compassionate brilliance.  Socialism is the steppingstone to communism and fascism.
From the above definitions, we can see that there are many assumptions Democrats would have to make in order to believe that any of the aforementioned political ideologies could actually work.  We will address these in future HiRA Talking Points, but remember this one passage…”Amateurs study the plan.  Experts study the assumptions”

The next two political definitions are the cornerstones of Republican principles.  They are built upon the foundations of freedom and liberty.
Capitalism:  The free market economic system in which consumers and producers exchange goods and services, and conduct transactions that are mutually beneficial based on their own desires, needs, and preferences.  Capitalism thrives because it does not contradict human nature, as people have no inborn desire to be controlled or limited by the state.  Capitalism recognizes the natural yearning of the human spirit to be free, to trade, and to be able to work as hard as we want and reap the rewards of that work.  Capitalism always elevates a society’s standard of living.  It also has a self-correcting mechanism where losses are just as important as profits in helping to efficiently allocate scarce resources that have alternative uses.  It is the most efficient system of economics as it allows all members to participate and share information through the use of prices, private property rights and the rule of law.
Conservatism:  The political ideology that embraces liberty, capitalism, limited government (with low taxes), and the traditions and institutions that made this country great.  Conservatism is uniquely American.  Along with economic freedom, we revere the Constitution, a miraculous document that has enabled the United States, in just 233 years, to become the strongest and most benevolent superpower in world history.  We believe the brilliance of the Constitution lies in two intertwined objectives: to safeguard freedoms, and to limit a necessary government from encroaching on those freedoms.  We (Republicans) believe that the individual, the average American, is capable of accomplishing extraordinary things, because our nation protects his or her God-given rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Hopefully with these definitions, there is a clearer understanding of the political ideologies being discussed, and that any misconceptions or misunderstandings as to where Republican principles stand are rectified.







Tito Montes

QUESTIONS: Has capitalism and conservatism always been a part of Republican Principles?  Yes, because they align with liberty and naturally support a person’s God-given right to be free.   
Sources used for this edition of Talking Points came from the following: 
1. The Vision of the Anointed, Thomas Sowell

2. More Liberty Means Less Government, Walter Williams 
3. Limbaugh Letter, May, 2008
HAWAII REPUBLICAN ASSEMBLY (HiRA): Home to Hawaii’s fiscal conservatives.


